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Foreword
Trees are
important to
people – the
overriding
response from a
recent public
consultation we

conducted as to what the public wanted from the
Forestry Commission was simply, ‘Plant more trees!’
Trees are important to politicians too. Most recent party
manifestos have contained pledges about protecting
and increasing tree and woodland cover. Pledges that
have been translated into action, as in the
Government’s commitment, ‘to launch a national tree
planting campaign’.

That might sound like it should consist only of large
areas of new woodland set out in the countryside,
or perhaps on restored ‘brownfield’ land. There is no
doubt that we need to encourage increased planting
across the country – to help meet carbon targets – and
every tree can count towards those targets as part of a

renewed national effort to increase the country’s overall
woodland canopy.

But it's not all about carbon; there is a growing
realisation among academics about the important role
trees play in our urban as well as the rural
environment. It has long been accepted and confirmed
by numerous studies that trees absorb pollutants in our
cities with measurable benefits to people’s health –
such as reducing asthma levels. Yet trees also deliver
a whole host of other extraordinary economic,
environmental and social benefits. Studies show that
where industrial areas and work places include trees,
employees are more productive and have a greater
sense of job satisfaction! And trees increase economic
as well as personal wellbeing, with property values
boosted by their presence.

For all their myriad benefits, trees are not always
valued. Too often, they are seen as additional, rather
than fundamental to good development. Generally
unfounded fears over safety or through root
disturbance to foundations have seen their removal
rather than integration into development.

This report, bringing together a rich resource of
research and practical examples, seeks to persuade
everyone involved in planning policy and practice to
think positively about trees – and to become their
champions and advocates. I also hope that it inspires
many mre people and organisations to have a say and
get involved in planning their local and – hopefully –
green environment. The development of the space in
which we live and work represents an opportunity for
change that may not be repeated for many years.
Making the right decisions at these pivotal moments
can influence peoples’ sense of place, health and
wellbeing for generations.

Naturally, I commend this summary case for trees
to you. 

Pamela Warhurst, CBE,
Chair Executive Board, July 2010 
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